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the kind had been undertaken, either in Europe or America. 
While inquiring for a vessel, he was in Boston, more than two 
years before Captains Kenrick and Gray sailed from that port 
to the Northwest Coast ; and it is probable, that the first ideas 
of the voyage were derived from information communicated by 
him. It may be remarked, that the early voyages were fitted 
out and conducted precisely on the plan, which he had pro- 
posed, and the success corresponded with his anticipations. 
The narrative of these particulars, as contained in his Life, 
is curious and interesting ; and it leaves no room to doubt, that 
John Ledyard was the first projector of this branch of trade. 



NOTE 

TO ARTICLE VII. OF THE LAST NUMBER. 

In our notice of Mr. Du Ponceau's work upon the Chinese 
Language (North American 'Review, Vol. XLVIII. r p. 288), 
we introduced an extract, containing the remark, that the two 
ships, with which Captain White went to Cochin-China in 
1819, were said to be the first American vessels, that had as- 
cended the river Donnai, in that kingdom. This statement 
rests upon the authority of Captain White himself, who says, 
in the preface to his work ; " It is presumed, that no American 
ever prosecuted any important speculation in the country, 
previous to the joint adventure of the brig Franklin and ship 
Marmion. At least it is very certain, that they were the first 
American ships that ever ascended the Donnai River, and 
displayed the stars and stripes before the city of Saigon." 

We have since received the following memorandum, from 
John Prince, Esquire, of Jamaica Plain, who was part-owner 
of the first American ship that visited that country ; 

"The ship Arab, Benjamin Lander, master, owned by John Derby, 
John Prince, and Samuel G. Derby, sailed from Boston for Cochin- 
China, I7th March, 1803, with 40,000 Spanish dollars, and other 
goods $2311'28; and, not succeeding, went to Manilla, and returned 
from thence in the summer of 1804." 

We have to express our thanks to Mr. Prince, for this in- 
teresting fact in the history of American commerce ; which 
has been unexpectedly elicited by our discussion of a literary 
topic, having no apparent connexion with it. 

In the same article, the reader is requested to make the 
following correction, at p. 309, line 1 ; for characters, read 
words. 



